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This presentation is a brief summary of 
my cover article in the Fall 2023 issue of 
The Portolan , journal of the Washington 
Map Society, the largest map society in 
America, with over 400 members. 

Copies of The Portolan are sent to 
nearly 50 institutions around the world, 
from the US Library of Congress to the 
Bodleian Library of Oxford University, 
~ŸƚĦŸƽќƚШÅƨƚƚŔċŰШÉƣċƣĲШxŔĤƖċƖǃЯШƣőĲШШ
Staatsbibliothek  zu Berlin, and the 
Bibliothèque nationale  de France.

I will send the complete pdf of the 
article to LKD members on request to
kapochunas@gmail.com  

mailto:kapochunas@gmail.com
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џ ЮŊŸŸĬЮƓƖŸƓċŊċŰĬŔƚƣЮťŰŸƽƚЮőŸƽЮƣŸЮƚőċƓĲЮŸƓŔŰŔŸŰЮĤǃЮůċŰŔƓƨũċƣŔŰŊЮ
maps. Political persuasion often concerns territorial claims, 
nationalities, national pride, borders, strategic positions, 
conquests, attacks, troop movements, defenses, spheres of 
influence, regional inequality, and other geographic phenomena 
conveniently portrayed cartographically. 

џÑőĲЮƓƖŸƓċŊċŰĬŔƚƣЮůŸũĬƚЮƣőĲЮůċƓѢƚЮůĲƚƚċŊĲЮĤǃЮĲůƓőċƚŔǍŔŰŊЮ
supporting features, suppressing contradictory information, and 
choosing provocative, dramatic symbols. People trust maps, and 
intriguing maps attract the eye as well as connote authority. Naïve 
citizens willingly accept as truth maps that are based on a biased 
ċŰĬЮƚŸůĲƣŔůĲƚЮŉƖċƨĬƨũĲŰƣЮƚĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮŉċĦƣƚдѠ
Mark MonmonierжЮџcŸƽЮƣŸЮxŔĲЮƽŔƣőЮ~ċƓƚдѠЮÑőĲЮÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃЮŸŉЮ9őŔĦċŊŸЮÂƖĲƚƚеЮÑőŔƖĬЮEĬŔƣŔŸŰеЮΥΣΤΫђеЮΤΣΤ
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ÑőĲШƖĲĤŔƖƣőШŸŉШċШљÂŸũċŰĬњШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĤŸƖĬĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШÂŸũŔƚő-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth т thanks to hundreds of years of mislabeling by 
mapmakers -- ƽċƚШŸŰĲШŸŉШ ůĲƖŔĦċќƚШůċŢŸƖШŊŸċũƚШƽőĲŰШŔƣШĲŰƣĲƖĲĬШììfЮШ
The only  new state creation mentioned in President Woodrow 
ìŔũƚŸŰќƚШsċŰƨċƖǃШΥЯШΝΦΝΥШљ[ŸƨƖƣĲĲŰШÂŸŔŰƣƚњШƚƓĲĲĦőШƣŸШ9ŸŰŊƖĲƚƚаШШШШШШШ
џ ŰЮŔŰĬĲƓĲŰĬĲŰƣЮÂŸũŔƚőЮƚƣċƣĲЮƚőŸƨũĬЮĤĲЮĲƖĲĦƣĲĬЮƽőŔĦőЮƚőŸƨũĬЮŔŰĦũƨĬĲЮ
ƣőĲЮƣĲƖƖŔƣŸƖŔĲƚЮŔŰőċĤŔƣĲĬЮĤǃЮŔŰĬŔƚƓƨƣċĤũǃЮÂŸũŔƚőЮƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚиѠЮ

ìŔũƚŸŰШĬŔĬШŰŸƣШƚċǃШљmajority  ÂŸũŔƚőШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚЯњШĤƨƣШőĲШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣĲĬШċШ
Poland only within regions where there was a Polish majority.
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1762 T. KitchinаШљ Ш~ċƓШŸŉШƣőĲШuŔŰŊĬŸůШŸŉШÂŸũċŰĬњ1764, T.C. Lotter, M. Seutter џPoloniæ Regnum ut et Magni 
Ducat. LithuaniæѠЮ[Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania]

From 1569 to today, many mapmakers mislabled  the Polish -Lithuanian Commonwealth
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1762 T. KitchinаШљ Ш~ċƓШŸŉШƣőĲШuŔŰŊĬŸůШŸŉШÂŸũċŰĬњ1764, T.C. Lotter, M. Seutter џPoloniæ Regnum ut 
et Magni Ducat. LithuaniæѠЮ
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1837 J. M. Bansemer/P. Falkenhagen-Zaleski: "POLAND and the 
Neighboring Countries according to the Languages of the 
fŰőċĤŔƣċŰƣƚЯљШxŸŰĬŸŰЮ

1863 љÉƣċŰŉŸƖĬќƚШ~ċƓШŸŉШƣőĲШuŔŰŊĬŸůШŸŉШÂŸũċŰĬЯњШ
London. 
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1837 J. M. Bansemer/P. Falkenhagen-üċũĲƚťŔаШѢÂ§x  ?вњ1863 љÉƣċŰŉŸƖĬќƚШ~ċƓШŸŉШƣőĲШuŔŰŊĬŸůШŸŉШÂŸũċŰĬњШ
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љΝΥΦΤШÅƨƚƚŔċŰШ9ĲŰƚƨƚШŔŰШ
xŔƣőƨċŰŔċњШ(the first and only 
census of the Russian Empire) 
created 2016 by V. Birstonas  
using information on my site's 
"1897 Russian Census Maps."

I then colored, in purple, 
districts where ethnic 
Lithuanians т by primary 
language in the household -- 
outnumbered ethnic Poles, 
and, in green, districts where 
ethnic Belorussians  
outnumbered ethnic Poles.
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1909 R. DmowskiаШљ9ċƖƣĲШÂŸũŔƣŔƕƨĲШĲƣШ
Ethnographique ĬĲШũċШÂŸũŸŊŰĲЯњШxƽŹƽЮ

1912 M. Orgelbrand: "MAPA ETNOGRAFICZNO STATYSTYCZNAЯњ
Warszawa.
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1908 R. Domowski: Lwów 1912 M. Orgelbrand: Warszawa 
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1913 J. Grünberg: љ~ċƓċШƖŸǍƚŔĲĬũĲŰŔċШũƨĬŰŸƛĦŔШƓŸũƚťŔĲŢЯњШxƽŹƽЮ
ёџ~ċƓЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÂŸũŔƚőЮƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰѠђЮ

1915 Polish Union of Progressives: "Mapa 
ƖŸǍƚŔĲĬũĲŰŔċШũƨĬŰŸƛĦŔШƓŸũƚťŔĲŢЯњШWarszaw. 
Statistics by E. Maliszewski,  J. Grünberg
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1913 J. Grünberg: Lwów

1915 E. Maliszewski: Warszawa 
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1916 EЮШÅŸůĲƖаШљPolacyњШŉƖŸůШљGeograficzno-statystyczny ċƣũċƚШÂŸũƚťŔЯњШìċƖƚǍċƽċЯШuƖċťŹƽШ
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1918 H. ArctowskiаШљÂƖĲũŔůŔŰċƖǃШÅĲƓŸƖƣШ-- ÂĲƖĦĲŰƣċŊĲШŸŉШÂŸũŔƚőШÂŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШÂŸũċŰĬШċŰĬШxŔƣőƨċŰŔċњ


