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Part I: Hunter College graduate student 

submissions to the New York Map Society 

“Alice Hudson Map Awards”

Part II: Current cartographic-related 

classes at New York area colleges and 

universities



Alice Hudson

• 1970-2009: Chief, New York Public Library Map Division
• 433,000+ maps (20,000 Open Access), 20,000 map books/atlases

• 1978: Co-Founder, New York Map Society

• 1994: Author, “Historical Atlas of New York City”

• 2015-16: Curator, “Women in Cartography,” Boston

• Teacher: Univ. of Virginia, Pratt, Hunter College



The New York Map Society’s Alice Hudson Map 

Awards have been awarded each year since 2018 to 

students at The City University of New York’s Hunter 

College School of Geography and Environmental 

Science. 

Submissions are judged by a panel of teachers and 

New York Map Society directors, with a winner for 

both a printed/static map and a digital map.

Recent submissions and winners follow:



2020 

Static Map 

Submission:

Horia PopaJust two years ago, 

as the Covid 

pandemic started,

submissions for the 

printed and 

interactive map 

categories 

followed a familiar 

pattern, using 

either publicly-

available or 

historical data. 



2020

Static Map 

Submission:

Kimora 

President

“Location of accessible public libraries in densely-populated high-income areas”



2020

Static Map 

Winner:

Mingtao Lei

The 7th century pilgrimage of a Chinese Buddhist monk











2020

Interactive 

Map

Winner:

Horia Popa

“I created this web mapping application to help parents choose their preferred 

elementary or secondary school for their children. It provides comprehensive 

information as well as links to school websites and Department of Education pages.





2022 

Static Map 

Winner:

Emily Lifs

Beginning last 

year, some 

submissions 

had a new 

focus: the 

environment.



Software used: Esri's ArcGIS Pro; Dashboard theme through ArcGIS Online

2022 

Interactive Map 

Submission:

Andie Migden



2022 

Interactive Map 

Submission:

Matthew Ward

Software used: VS Code / PGAdmin / Heroku using HTML, Javascript, CSS 

“How can we access New York City's Open Data in more interactive ways? 

Is it possible to use augmented reality to view city data?

“This web application was built for a Masters thesis investigating the 

design and implementation of a web-based mobile augmented reality 

application (app) to view [the 70 attributes in] New York City's Primary 

Land Use Tax Lot Output (PLUTO) data. In building this app, I found an 

interactive and immersive way to view a publicly available dataset.” 

The judges found 

the addition of

“augmented 

reality” to 

publicly-available 

data interesting.



Software used: PostgreSQL, Microsoft Visual Studio Code

2022 

Interactive Map 

Winner:

Gowri Anand

This map, 

which allows 

individuals, 

city planners 

and builders 

to identify 

flood-prone 

areas was 

easy to use, 

with many 

practical 

applications



Part II: 
Current cartographic offerings at New York-area 

colleges and universities show a definite focus

New York may be the largest city in the US by far 
(#1 at 8.9MM, vs. #2 Los Angeles at 3.9 MM) 

but it is not the US center of Geography/Cartography/GIS



Best US Schools for Geography/Cartography/GIS* 

• New York University

• Columbia University

• Hunter College (18,000) @ CUNY (200,000+)

• The New School (10,254)

• Seidenberg School of Computer Science and 

Information Systems (620) @ Pace Univ. (12,843)

Best in the US*:

  #1.  Univ. of California (UCLA), Los Angeles, California

 #19. Colgate University, New York State

Best in New York State*:

   #1: Colgate University 

   #8: Hunter College

Best in New York City**:

   #1: Hunter College
*Collegefactual.com

**My personal view



At New York 

University, GIS and 

mapping are 

available support 

functions for faculty 

and 51,000 students, 

not degree programs.



Columbia offers 

its 31,000 

students 

enrollment in a 

Climate School, 

established July 

2020, and a focus 

on Geoscience – 

just not in New 

York City. 



First two years: 

Trinity College, 

Dublin, Ireland, 

majoring in 

geography & 

Geoscience.

Second two years: 

Columbia, in New 

York City, majoring 

in Earth and 

Environmental 

Sciences.



City University of NY: Hunter College (18,000 students)

Degree Programs:



Hunter College MS in GeoInformatics

 

“The Master of Science in GeoInformatics is a science- 

and technology-based degree program that provides 

training for research and professional careers in local 

and national governments, international agencies, 

non-government organizations, corporations, 

consulting firms, and information technology 

companies as well as in academia. 

“The focus on GeoInformatics, which combines 

Geographic Information Science (GISci) with 

Computational Science, makes the program unique 

within the New York City Metropolitan area.” 



The New School 

offers its 10,000 

students a single 

GIS course limited 

to 15-20 within its 

International 

Affairs School.



Pace offers the 

620 students at its 

Seidenberg School 

three courses.







“To change the world, you have to 
see the world:” Bobby Shackelton, 
New York Map Society, 20-year specialist 
in the intersection of Geospatial, Finance 
-- and now, Climate.  

• Conceptualized and launched two of the first and 
most-used mapping products in finance.

• Created the first COVID-19 data solution in finance 
when only 7000 cases were reported globally.

• Invited by the UN and 16 of the largest banks in the 
world to collaborate and help define reporting 
standards for measuring Climate Risk (TCFD 
Physical Risk)

• Invented and productized the quantification of 
weather and climate statistics for publicly traded 
companies based on physical asset data. 

• Authored and co-authored publications for the 
United Nations, World Bank, The Economist, 
Bloomberg, WWF, Waters Technology, Engineering  
& Technology Magazine, Datanami, Geospatial 
World, and more.





Bobby Shackelton, as Chief Product Officer @ Climate Engine:



Ačiū!
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