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Mapmakers Struggle to Depict Post -WWI
Lithuanian -Polish Borders after Versallles

Andrew Kapochunas
LKD, New York and Washington Map Societies
Vilnius, 2025
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Why post-WWI mapmakers/publishers created wildly different versions of
Lithuanian -Polish borders: reliance on older, often inaccurately labeled

maps, sheer speculation,and continuing wars in the area with repeatedly
changed armistice lines. But first, a bit of history.
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After 1569: The
Grand Duchy
agreed to
Kingdom of
Poland demands
for territory 1

but retained
separate
ministries, laws,

treasury and
army, within what
would become the
longest-lasting
union in European
history:

226 years
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1762 ThomaKitchin - A. Millar (publisher):"A Map c. 175863 T.C. Lotter (engraver, new publisheMatthaus

of the Kingdom of Poland, Drawn from the Best  Seutter(cartographer):" PoloniseRegnumut et Magni
| dzii K 2 NdwiirdkeSahsban Ducat. LithuaniagAccuratissp geégia on eBay

For hundreds of years many mapmakers, like Kitchin , mislabeled the
Polish-Li t huani an Commonweal th AKingdom
labeling the Grand Duchy, if at all, as a province of Poland rather than an
equal partner. Others, like Lotter, correctly identified the Grand Duchy.
Before, during and after WWI, some mapmakers and Versailles negotiators
woul d continue to call the boundari e:



By 1837, the
Commonwealth .

had been gone | 3 OLWD
for over 40 years, /ﬁ/ .
and the failure of |
the 1830 Polish

Uprising had led

to a wave of

emigration of

Polish patriots

intent on keeping

alive hopes for
independence.
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Mapmakers like
Jan Bansemer
contributed maps
that glorified
Pol andds
the expense of
Lithuania. 1837JanBansemeY at 2t I N ghlbo;[rig(:dylﬁt &s according
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Edward Stanford expanded on
B a n s e nabdliny svith his
1863 AMap of t
Pol ando: nowher
is there a label or marginalia

for the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth.

Instead, Stanford states: i T h €
Kingdom of Poland extended
over all the territory coloured
yellow, red and green on this
map, and the Polish tongue
continues to be the national

| anguage. 0

Maps like these informed the
attitudes of Versailles
negotiators towards Polish-
Lithuanian post -WWI
boundaries.
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Both Polish and

Lithuanian nationalists, in
the years leading up to and
during WWI, hoped to
reestablish their countries
as independent entities.

At a December 1905
political conference in
Vilnius, 2,000 Lithuanian
activists agreed with future
first president (in 1919) of
Lithuania Antanas
Smetonathat the idea of
ALI thuaniao n
corresponded to Grand
Duchy borders, but only to

the Russian guberniyas : : o
] 1911v. erblcﬁﬁubllsher);" etuvo® S Y S fsuetndigrafijossiend (Map of
Vil na J Kovn O LghdBhifwith g%@c Shr ré), published in St. Petersburg byitifem,

and areas where and in Kaunas by the company "Lietutios A YBA yO{[2A G KdzZl YAy CF NY
. . . WroblewskiLibrary of the Lithuanian Academy of Scieneasw.elibrary.mab.|t/
Lithuanians predominated.
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Oberbefehishaber Ost

(General beim Stabe)

Zentralpolizeistelle
Litauen-Kurfand

Karte von Litauen - Listuvos Zemlapis

,,,,,,

General-
Gouvernement
Warschau

1918"Oberbefehlshaber O&entrat
polizeistelld_itaueng Kurland."

Boundariesat Aug. 1917Wroblewski 1918Max Friederichsen'Karte von
Library, Lithuanian Academy of Sciences: Litauen- Lietuvos, S Y £, Hathbdurg.
elibrary.mab.lt https://www.Inb.It/en/

Ger man cartographersod versionsiof oc
one defining military zones, one for general distribution
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PUBLISHED BY DIRECTION OF THE

LITHUANIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL, U.S.A.
ORIGINAL ISSUED BY LITHUANIAN BUREAU OF INFORMATION,
LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND

EXPLANATION

Capital e RiVOTS

Capitale , Fleuyes et rividres

Principal cities of governments ssassases Canals

Chefs-licux de gouvernemerts Canaux

Important clties Railroads, standard gaugs
Villes importantes S— Qhemins de fer a vola normale
Principal cities of districts Railroads, narrow gauge
Chefs-lieux do districts W Chomins de fer & vole etroite
Localities of more than 3000 inhabitants Main roads

Localités de plus de 3000 habitants SESITT Routes principalés

Loealities of more than 1000 inhabitants _ Secondary roads

Localites de plus de 1000 habitants = Routes secondaires

Localities of !ass than 1000 inhabitants e Post roads
Localités de moins de 1000 haditants Routes do poste

Lithuanian Stzte boundaries (before partitions)
— Limites d'Etat lituanien avant les partages

5 of the B Lotto-Lithuanian race
Limites approximatifs de la race b ot e

] Uithuanians speaking Lithuanian

J Lituaniens parlant lituanien

Lithuanians mixed,speaking Lithuanian and a Lithuanian-Slavic dialect
Lituaniens mixtes,parlant lifvanien et un dialecte lituano-slave
Lithuanians speaking a Lithuanian-Slavic dialect
Lituaniens parlant un dialecte lituano-slave

Lithuanians speaking Lithusnian and foreign nationalities, mixed
Lituaniens parlant lituanien et nationalités étrangares, mixtes

Lithuanians mixed, speaking Lithuanian, a Lithuanian-Slavic dialoct and Letgalli
Lituanions mixtes, pariant lituanien, un dialecte lituano-slave ot Letgalli

Lithuanlans speaking Lithuanian and  Letgalli mixed
Lituaniene pariant litugnien et Letgalliy mixtes

T Lithuanlans speaking Lithuanian and Letts, mixed
%ﬂ Lituaniens pariant lituanien et Lettons, mixtes

Leigalli

Letgalli

Lotgalfi and Letts mixed

Letgalians et Letlons, mixtes

Letgalli mixed, speaking Letgall and 2 Letgallo-Slavic dialect
Letgaliens mixtcs, pariant lotgalion et un dialecte letgalo-slave

i A Lotis
D Lettons
— Lotts and forelgn nationalities, mixed
N Lettons et nationalités étrangeres, mixtes

[::a:nu:.o-Lﬂ«.-:.ﬂ):u.n_l.n L ndtmlqn "{'_2“‘!“"‘ mixed ;
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Lithuanian mapmaker/patriot map distributed at Versailles, in French and
English: 13 shades of Lithuanian/Lettish
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Published 1918, before the 191920 Paris Peace Conference
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