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I first became interested in maps -- those of historic Lithuania -- 35 years ago. My 
map sites: https://www.lithuanianmaps.com/ (static since March 31, 2021) and its 
successor site: https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/ (created thanks to the 
Lithuanian Cartographic Society and Lithuania’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs) have 
4,330 downloadable high-definition maps from 1507 – 1954 of Eastern Europe. 

The 669 high-definition topographical maps at LithuanianMaps.com are not yet in 
the format I’d like at the new site, so I’ll use LithuanianMaps.com as a starting point, 
but I’ll also go further east and west in Europe to other sites with antique 
topographic maps. And I’ll compare my steps with LOC-recommended steps.

But why focus on Central and Eastern Europe? Because Europe has experienced the 
most significant and frequent national boundary changes in the last 150 years 
(1875–2025), compared with any other area in the world, and particularly in Central 
and Eastern Europe. With those changes come place name changes.
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https://www.lithuanianmaps.com/
https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/


But why look for your town on a topographic map?
  

Historically, topographic maps were created by military surveys to assist in 
planning for invasions, so they include not only political boundaries, but natural 
elements: hills and valleys, often with brown lines showing changes in elevation, 
and artificial elements: buildings, highways, and railroads.
And you need to be aware of name variants.

1:25 000 1936 Lithuanian topographic map1:100 000 1916 Prussian topographic map1:1 500 000 1914 German political map
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      We’ll need to be aware of multiple names of towns over time:  

• Dokshits (DOHK-shih-ts in Belarusian; DOK-shits in Yiddish)
• 1536-1793: Grand Duchy of Lithuania
• 1793-1918: Empire of Russia
• 1918-1939: Poland
• 1940-present: Byelorussian SSR/Belarus

• Zlochev (ZWO-cheff in Polish; ZLO-tchev in Yiddish; ZOH-loh-cheev in Ukrainian) 
• 1523-1772: Kingdom of Poland
• 1772-1867: Austrian Monarchy
• 1867-1918: Austrian half of Austro-Hungarian Empire
• 1918-1939: Poland
• 1944-1991: Ukrainian SSR/Ukraine

• Bad Wurzach (Bahd-VUHR-tsak)
• 1273-1313: Duchy of Swabia
• 1313-1806: Holy Roman Empire
• 1806-1918: German Confederation/German Empire
• 1871-1945: Deutsches Reich
• 1949-present: Federal Republic of Germany (1950: “Bad” officially added “Wurzach”)
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Step 1: Try to narrow your search geography
• Just as in the United States, where a third of all US place names 

are not unique (there are seven towns in the US named “New 
York”) European town names aren’t necessarily unique (there 
are 11 different “Orlowos” just in Poland).

• Searching on “Eastern Europe,” for example, should be a last 
resort, not a first, because you’ll likely get multiple possibilities
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Step 3: search on “Dokshits,” the ancestral home of
 a late boss and friend of many years – a “Landsman”
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As long as there was a Jewish 
community in your village, whether or 
not you’re Jewish, you won’t find a 
better online database of name variants.
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But wait – the US Library of 
Congress has lots of 
topographic maps, as well 
as a whole section devoted 
to “Cartographic Resources 
for Genealogical research in 
Eastern Europe and Russia.”

Let’s go to their page “Using 
Topographic Set Maps”
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LOC’s process for finding an 
ancestral village using their topo 
maps of Eastern and Central 
Europe and Russia:

1. Narrow the search
2. Use a Gazeteer: apart from 

non-digitized books in other 
languages, they recommend 
the JewishGen Gazeteer for 
Poland, Lithuania, Belarus 
and Ukraine

3. Search on a name

Let’s compare results from the 
Gazeteer with those from the 
Communities Database
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The Gazeteer’s search options are limited compared with those of 
the Communities Database; the search methods are identical. Results? 
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The Gazeteer’s default search method: “Phonetically Like,” got no matches, but a 
second search, using the broader net “Sounds Like,” got essentially the exact same 
result as the Communities Database. Now we’ve got to decide on a topo map.
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Here’s where my method really differs from that recommended by the LOC: 

My Step 4: Go first to Google Maps to search on the contemporary name of 
your village. Then look for a larger town to help narrow the geography of your 
search on a topo map.

Dokshytsy: East-north-east of Vilnius, LithuaniaDokshytsy, Vitebsk region
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LOC Step 4: Find Coordinates for the Selected Site
The easy to use JewishGen Gazetteer informs us that [Dokshits] is located at [54° 53′ N, 27° 46’ E]. To locate a 
map of [Dokshits] as it appeared in the 1920s as part of the Second Polish Republic, let us consult the set of 
maps prepared at 1:100,000 scale by Poland's Wojskowy Insytut Geograficzny (WIG). The graphic index to the 
set is illustrated below. Each rectangle on the graphic index covers a sheet within the series.

LOC Step 5: Convert the Coordinates
From our gazetteer we know that [Dokshits] is located at [54° 53′ N, 27° 46’ E]]east of Greenwich. Like other 
large-scale maps produced in several European nations, those in [Belarus] employed as their prime meridian 
the island of Ferro, 17°40' west of the Greenwich meridian. Thus, we need to add 17°40' to [27° 46’], which 
gives us [44°86’] east of Ferro. [But] remember that there are 60 minutes to a degree and that our base 
number is 60, which means we are using a sexagesimal system of counting. Therefore, adding 40' to 36' give us 
1 degree and 16 minutes, and by carrying the 1 and adding it to the 17 and 18 we arrive at 36°16'. Or, we can 
consult the table for converting geographic coordinates from Greenwich Prime Meridian to various other 
meridians (PDF, 8.1 MB). https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland 

LOC Step 6: Consult the Graphic Index
The alert researcher will notice that the graphic index below has been annotated by hand to denote longitude 
by the Greenwich meridian, which is the one we use to find [Dokshits]. Moving east along the top of the index 
to approximate position of 18° 36' east brings us to column 27, and moving down column 27 to latitude 53° 1′ 

brings us to row 36. (Whew!)

https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland
https://guides.loc.gov/maps-genealogy-eastern-europe/topographic-sets/poland


My Step 5: Go to 
www.LithuanianMaps.com    
to access 669 topographic 
maps from 1808 – 1945. 

We’ll first try Prussian topo maps 
published 1893 – 1914 at 1:300 000 
on the page TopoMapsGerAus1876 
– 1945.
(A map scale of 1:300 000 means 1 
cm on the map = 300 000 cm, or 3 
kilometers/1.9 miles on the ground. 
The smaller the number, the larger 
the scale of the map.)
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Area covered by 
LithuanianMaps.com

http://www.lithuanianmaps.com/
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U54

The U55 map titled “Wilejka” covers a large area due east of “Wilna.” Let’s try it. 
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Found: Dokszyce on the 
1896 topo map titled 
“Wilejka,” from the 
1893 – 1914 series  
"Übersichts Karte von 
Mitteleuropa," at 1:300 
000, published by the 
Cartographic Dept. of 
the Royal Prussian Land 
Registry.

But let’s see if we can’t 
get more detail from a 
1:100 000 map.



19

We‘ll try the 1897 –
1921 series "Karte des 
westlichen Russlands" 
at 1:100 000 at 
LithuanianMaps.com 
to see if we can’t get a 
more detailed view of  
Dokshytsy.

But no, my maps for 
this series – and for 
those at my page 
TopoMapsPolish1915-
44 -- don’t go that far 
east. No worries.
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We’re going to the Polish site my friend Marek Zielinski manages: 
www.mapywig.org Finding the right map here requires a different 
process. First, click on the British flag to get the English table of 
contents (not the “More information” link).

http://www.mapywig.org/
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Without the benefit of experience on this site 
(where many of my topo map images on my site 
came from, and where many of my own map 
images reside), or knowledge of Polish, you’re 
apt to get frustrated, looking for the right map:

• Forget about the WIG 1:10 000 and 1:25 000 maps – 
they’re the highest magnification, but there are very 
few of them, and they’re crude. 

• Start by clicking the WIG maps 1:100 000 hotlink
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Now click the “Index sheet” hotlink
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Now click the “Skorowidze” (pr. skoh-roh-VEE-dseh) (Indexes) 
icon to get to the index map
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Coverage of Mapa taktyczna WIG 
(tactical maps by W.I.G. – Wojskowy 
Instytut Geograficzny) at 1:100 000.

About 480 single sheets of this map 
type were published by the outbreak of 
WWII, covering Poland in up to 4 
editions per sheet. There were also 
about 280 sheets of the territory of 
neighboring countries (Lithuania, 
Latvia, USSR, Czechoslovakia and the 
3rd Reich).
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Remembering the relative position of Dokshyty to Vilnius, we’ve lucked out 
with a map: P29 S45 Dokszyce, that should have the image we need.



26

1932 WIG topo 
map “PAS 29 SLUP 
45 DOKSZYCE” at 
1:100 000, based 
on maps created 
1910 at 1:42 000, 
and one from 
1930 at 1:84 000.
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Early 20th century “Dokshytsy.” Aaron Ginsburg at https://www.facebook.com/groups/jewishdokshitsy  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/jewishdokshitsy


1:300 000 1896 Prussian topo map 1:100 000 1931 Polish topo map Google maps

*A map scale of 1:100 000 means 1 cm on the map = 100 000 cm, or 1 Kilometer/.62 miles on the ground. 
Counter-intuitively, the smaller the number, the larger the scale of the map.

How “Dokshyty” is depicted on different types of maps
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At Google Maps, Zlochev is 69.6 km east of Lviv (pr. leh-VEEV or LEV in Ukrainian).
I first tried Austro-Hungarian topographic maps at my site at
but they don’t cover that area. We’ll go to a different, Hungarian, site.    
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http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digko
nyv/topo/3felmeres.htm 

The map just east of one titled “Lvov”: 
“Brodi,” is promising:

1889 Sheet 43-50: “Brody”

http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm
http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm
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Going back to www.mapywig.org for 
Polish maps @ 1:100 000, we find a 
map east of Lwów titled Złoczów.

1924 (Detail): A 49 B 40 Złoczów  www.mapwig.org 

http://www.mapywig.org/
http://www.mapwig.org/
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1924 (Detail): “A 49 B 40 Złoczów”  www.mapwig.org 1889 (Detail): “Sheet 43-50 Brody” http://lazarus.elte.hu

Change in depiction of Złoczów in 35 years  

http://www.mapwig.org/
http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm
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1916 “Złoczów, Sobieski Street.” wikimedia
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Now we’ll look for Bad Wurzach/Wurzach in today’s Germany. Results:

1. No match at the Jewish Communities database
2. Multiple matches at the JewishGen Gazeteer:

1. Wurzach in Bavaria
2. Bad Wurzach in Baden-Württemberg

3. Search for Wurzach or Bad Wurzach at Google Maps, and you get only one 
match: Bad Wurzach in Baden-Württemberg

We’ll go to a site that has comprehensive topo maps of Germany.
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https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/search/collection/GermanyMaps 

Brigham Young University

https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/search/collection/GermanyMaps
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BYU’s site does not have a Mapster-like page superimposing a grid of maps 
over a map of 19th century Germany, and it allows search only by the sheet 
number of a map and the title of the map -- usually the name of largest city in 
the quadrant – so we’re going to have to rely on the nearest large towns to 
Wurzach, and then see if there’s a topo map with those names.

Bad Wurzach, Google Maps Bad Wurzach between Ravensburg and Memmingen
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Wurzach: pre-WWI topographic map by 
Reichsamt fur Landesaufnahme, 
confiscated by the U. S. military, printed 
the U. S. Army Map Service. Free download of 

1:25 000 map at 16.2 MB from BYU.
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Wurzach Internment Camp. April 28, 1945: French troops free Brits; after May 8: Polish DPs, then Lithuanians.



41

Find Eastern/Central European town images on topographic maps:

Library of Congress A. Kapochunas

Recommended gazeteers 
to find name variations 

1. Language-specific gazeteer books 
available at LOC

2. Online JewishGen Gazeteer

1. Online JewishGen 
Communities Database

2. Online JewishGen Gazeteer

To narrow the map search Correct the latitude/longitude 
coordinates given by gazeteers; refer 
to hand-annotated index map with 
longitude added to individual sheets

Use Google Maps to locate the 
village/town and nearby larger 
ones to check index map titles

Access to printed maps? Yes, in-person in DC No

Download options 1. Up to 5 low-resolution scans free
2. High-res scans $50 each
3. Link to www.mapywig.org 

Links to multiple map sites 
offering free high-resolution (up 
to 600 dpi!) downloadable maps

http://www.mapywig.org/


Topographic maps of Lithuanian, Latvian, Kaliningrad Oblast, 
Belarusian, Polish and Ukrainian areas:

• www.lithuanianmaps.com (My site, static since March 2021)
• https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/index.php/topographic-maps/ (My new site)
• www.mapywig.org  (Online source of many of my – and LOC’s -- topo maps)
• www.easteurotopo.org (Hap Ponedel has helped many to find their shtetl)
• http://igrek.amzp.pl/index.php 
• https://www.maps4u.lt/en/maps.php?cat=14

Topographic maps of Germany and Austro-Hungary: 
• https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/search/collection/GermanyMaps
• http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm  
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http://www.lithuanianmaps.com/
http://www.lithuanianmaps.com/
https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/index.php/topographic-maps/
https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/index.php/topographic-maps/
https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/index.php/topographic-maps/
https://lietuvoskartografija.lt/lithuanianmaps/index.php/topographic-maps/
http://www.mapywig.org/
http://www.mapywig.org/
http://www.easteurotopo.org/
http://www.easteurotopo.org/
http://igrek.amzp.pl/index.php
http://igrek.amzp.pl/index.php
https://www.maps4u.lt/en/maps.php?cat=14
https://www.maps4u.lt/en/maps.php?cat=14
https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/search/collection/GermanyMaps
https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/search/collection/GermanyMaps
http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm
http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm


How to find any town on topographic maps of 
Eastern and Central Europe 

  
    Happy Hunting!
  

Questions on today’s presentation?
Need help?

Ask Andrew Kapochunas
kapochunas@gmail.com 
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mailto:kapochunas@gmail.com
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