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The Grand Duchy of Lithuania: 1253 - 1795
The French Connection

Andrew Kapochunas,  Arader Gallery, March, 2022



French mapmakers who depicted the Grand Duchy of Lithuania:

Anville Jean Baptiste Bourguignon: 16917782
Bonne,Rigobert 1727- 1795

Briet, Philippe, SJ: 16@11668)

Delamarche Charles Francois, Felix: 174(823
Delisle, Claude & Guillaume: 1644726
Desnos LouisCharles: 17251805

Fer, de, Family: 16441720

JaillotFamily: 1632 1780

LapieFamily: 177¢ 1850

LeVasseude Beauplan Guillaume: 15951685
Malte-Brun, Conrad, Victor Adolphe: 1775889
ManessornMallet, Allain: 1630 1706

Mentelle, Edme 1730- 1815

Michelot, Jean Charles Auguste: 179854
Nolin Family: 16571762

Robert deVaugondyFamily: 1688 1786
SansorFamily: 160@ 1730

Vivien de SainMartin, Louis: 1802 1897
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Guillaume Delisle (1675726)
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generation of French cartographers. According to Carl Moreland and David
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a new era of increased accuracy and integrity in mapping.

Guillaume Delisle was born in Paris on February 28, 1675, to Mataneand

Claude Delisle, a geographer and historian who studied udason A

precocious child, Guillaume supposedly drew his first map at age 9. He was a
pupil of Jean Dominique Cassini (18242), an Italian astronomer appointed

to the Paris Observatory by Louis XIV. Cassini introduced astronomical methods
for measuring longitude and developed a method of triangulation with
YFGKSYFGAOALY WSIFY t AOFNRO® ¢tKSaS Ayy
rigorous geography.



In 1700, Delisle and his father were locked in an extended public plagiarism
dispute against JeaBaptiste Nolin, who had copied geographical discoveries

that the Delislesclaimed were original to their world map. Eventually a jury of
experts (among them Cassini) ruled in favor of fledisles According to Mary
SponbergPedlef ¢ hyS NBadzZ G 2F GKA& adzald o1 ¢
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Delisle was elected to the Académie Royale des Sciences in 1702. This
appointment granted him access to the mosttigsdate information on

discoveries in the New World and advancements in astronomy and geography.
He published groundbreaking maps of North America that featured more
accurate versions of the course of the Mississippi River, peninsular California,
the Great Lakes, and Canada. Throughout his career, he carefully studied
firsthand accounts and other cartographic sources and updated his maps as
new information flooded in. His reputation as a master geographer led to his
FLILRAYOYSY G |a (0KS 5 Ganpdohal Qi in i7d8i 2 NJ |

On January 25, 1726, Delisle died in Paris. Although two of his brothers,
W2EaSLIK bAO2tfl & YR [2dzZA&dX 4SNB |t az
Angeéliquecarried on his business, selling his maps until her own death in
1745. She was succeeded by her-selaw PhilippeBuache In 1780, Jean
ClaudeDezauchgurchased the Delisle arfBuachestock.



On the night of June 23, 1812, Napoleon ordered three pontoon bridges to
be built across the Nemunas River near Kaunas. The next morning, men
began to cross and enter, for the first time, Russian territory T what

had been Lithuanian territory for over 500 years, Russian for just 17.
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Mindaugas |, the first
ruler of the Grand Duchy
(AGrand Duch

the supreme leader was a
Gr and Dietkves, g
Di dgi oj i Kuon
in Lithuanian) , was §
crowned Catholic King of
Lithuania in 1253.

The 1386 Union of
Krewo, a pre-nuptial
agreement, resulted in
Jogaila , Grand Duke of
Lithuania, converting to
Christianity, marrying 13 -
year-old Jadwiga ,
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J 0 g a son,&dxisnieras Jogailaitis , or Casimir IV, (his Lithuanian
mother was J o g a ifourtn angl last wife) was Grand Duke of
Lithuania from 1440, and King of Poland from 1447. Under him, the
Jagiellonian dynasty became a leading royal house in Europe, with
not only Kings of Poland (13861 1572), and Grand Dukes of
Lithuania (13771 1392, 144Q 1572), but Kings of Hungary (1440
1444, 1490 1526), and Kings of Bohemia (1471 1526).
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The 1569 Union of Lublin created the Polish 1 Lithuanian
Commonwealth:  the Grand Duchy maintained its political
distinctiveness, with separate ministries, laws, army, and treasury.

1 POLAND & LITHUANIA

OF LUBLIN 1569,

1902t 22t S Gt 2t yR YR [AU0KdzZ yAl . ST2NB
of Modern Europe," Oxfordww.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/
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Many mapmakers called the Commonweal
Pol and, o and depicted the Grand Duch
Pari s map dealer told me there are n
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c. 1634[dated 1613]Gerritsz¢ Blaeu "Magnidvcatvg L ¢ | + ! wawl.anflgdemaps.It



