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French map-makers who depicted the Grand Duchy of Lithuania:

Anville, Jean Baptiste Bourguignon: 1697 - 1782
Bonne, Rigobert: 1727 - 1795
Briet, Philippe, SJ: 1601 ς 1668)
Delamarche, Charles Francois, Felix: 1740 - 1823 
Delisle, Claude & Guillaume: 1644 - 1726
Desnos, Louis-Charles: 1725 - 1805
Fer, de, Family: 1644 - 1720
Jaillot Family: 1632 - 1780
Lapie Family: 1777 ς 1850
Le Vasseur de Beauplan, Guillaume: 1595 - 1685
Malte-Brun, Conrad, Victor Adolphe: 1775 - 1889
Manesson-Mallet, Allain: 1630 - 1706
Mentelle, Edme: 1730 - 1815
Michelot, Jean Charles Auguste: 1792 - 1854
Nolin Family: 1657 - 1762
Robert de Vaugondy Family: 1688 - 1786
Sanson Family: 1600 ς 1730
Vivien de Saint-Martin, Louis: 1802 - 1897



1655: Levasseur de Beauplan (mapmaker) ς Allard (publisher)Υ άbƻǾŀ totius Regni 
Poloniæ MagniqΦ 5ǳŎŀǘǳǎ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŋΧέ  



Guillaume Delisle (1675-1726)
If Nicolas Sanson ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŦŀǘƘŜǊέ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ DǳƛƭƭŀǳƳŜ 5ŜƭƛǎƭŜ 
(or de ƭΩLǎƭŜύ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
generation of French cartographers.  According to Carl Moreland and David 
.ŀƴƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ άΨǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƎŜΦέ  !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǳǎƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 
a new era of increased accuracy and integrity in mapping. 
 
Guillaume Delisle was born in Paris on February 28, 1675, to Marie Malaine and 
Claude Delisle, a geographer and historian who studied under Sanson.  A 
precocious child, Guillaume supposedly drew his first map at age 9.  He was a 
pupil of Jean Dominique Cassini (1625-1712), an Italian astronomer appointed 
to the Paris Observatory by Louis XIV.  Cassini introduced astronomical methods 
for measuring longitude and developed a method of triangulation with 
ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎƛŀƴ WŜŀƴ tƛŎŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ 5ŜƭƛǎƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
rigorous geography.
 



In 1700, Delisle and his father were locked in an extended public plagiarism 
dispute against Jean-Baptiste Nolin, who had copied geographical discoveries 
that the Delisles claimed were original to their world map.  Eventually a jury of 
experts (among them Cassini) ruled in favor of the Delisles.  According to Mary 
Sponberg PedleyΣ άhƴŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 5ŜƭƛǎƭŜΩǎ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǇƳŀƪŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǇΩǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦέ  
 
Delisle was elected to the Académie Royale des Sciences in 1702.  This 
appointment granted him access to the most up-to-date information on 
discoveries in the New World and advancements in astronomy and geography.  
He published groundbreaking maps of North America that featured more 
accurate versions of the course of the Mississippi River, peninsular California, 
the Great Lakes, and Canada.  Throughout his career, he carefully studied 
firsthand accounts and other cartographic sources and updated his maps as 
new information flooded in.  His reputation as a master geographer led to his 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǳǇƘƛƴΩǎ ǘǳǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ Géographe du Roi in 1718.    
 
On January 25, 1726, Delisle died in Paris.  Although two of his brothers, 
WƻǎŜǇƘ bƛŎƻƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎΣ 5ŜƭƛǎƭŜΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿ aŀǊƛŜ 
Angélique carried on his business, selling his maps until her own death in 
1745.  She was succeeded by her son-in-law Philippe Buache.  In 1780, Jean 
Claude Dezauche purchased the Delisle and Buache stock.



On the night of June 23, 1812, Napoleon ordered three pontoon bridges to 
be built across the Nemunas River near Kaunas.  The next morning, men 
began to cross and enter, for the first time, Russian territory ï what 
had been Lithuanian territory for over 500 years, Russian for just 17.

1896 !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ !ǊƳȅ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ bƛŜƳŜƴΣ мумнέ wikipedia 



John Heaveside Clark, M. DubourgΥ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴŘŜ !ǊƳŞŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bƛŜƳŜƴέ McGill Univ. Libraries
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Mindaugas , the first 
ruler of the Grand Duchy 
(ñGrand Duchyò because 

the supreme leader was a 
Grand Duke, ñLietuvos 
Didģioji Kunigaikġtystƍò 

in Lithuanian) , was 
crowned Catholic King of 

Lithuania in 1253. 

The 1386 Union of 
Krewo, a pre-nuptial 

agreement, resulted in 
Jogaila , Grand Duke of 
Lithuania, converting to 

Christianity, marrying 13 -
year-old Jadwiga , 

Queen of Poland, and 
being declared King of 

Poland.
ά[ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀ ƛƴ 1387έ Author=M.K., Permission= {{Cc-by-sa-2.5 
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Jogailaôs son, Kazimieras  Jogailaitis , or Casimir IV, (his Lithuanian 
mother was Jogailaôs fourth and last wife) was Grand Duke of 
Lithuania from 1440, and King of Poland from 1447. Under him, the 
Jagiellonian dynasty became a leading royal house in Europe, with 
not only Kings of Poland (1386ï1572), and Grand Dukes of 
Lithuania (1377ï1392, 1440ï1572), but Kings of Hungary (1440ï
1444, 1490ï1526), and Kings of Bohemia (1471ï1526).

1645 ά/ŀǎƛƳƛǊ L±έ  wikipedia  19th cent. aŀǘŜƧƪƻΥ  ά²ƱŀŘȅǎƱŀǿ 
WŀƎƛŜƱƱƻέ όWƻƎŀƛƭŀ) wikipedia
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The 1569 Union of Lublin created the Polish ïLithuanian 
Commonwealth:  the Grand Duchy maintained its political 
distinctiveness, with separate ministries, laws, army, and treasury.

1902 tƻƻƭŜ άtƻƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ hŦ [ǳōƭƛƴΣέ ϦIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ !ǘƭŀǎ 
of Modern Europe," Oxford www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/
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Many mapmakers called the Commonwealth ñPolandò or óKingdom of 
Poland,ò and depicted the Grand Duchy as a Polish province. In 2015 a 
Paris map dealer told me there are no antique maps titled ñLithuaniaò

1596 aŜǊŎŀǘƻǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ά!ǘƭŀǎ /ƻǎƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŀέ U.S. Library of Congress
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1610 Mercator ς HondiusΥ ά[ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀέ www.antique-maps.lt  



15



16

c. 1634 [dated 1613] Gerritsz ς Blaeu: "Magni dvcatvs [L¢I±!bL!9ά www.antique-maps.lt


