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Sveikas! Kviečiame!
Запрашаем!
(Zaprashajem)

Witamy!
ברוכים־הבאים

(Brukhim-Haboim) 

Welcome!

Please come inside.



                     

“Departure”“Crossing”

























Location, Location, Location

Why the obsession with maps 

and with (dis)location?
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From “LITUANUS:
LITHUANIAN QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES”
Volume 45, No. 1 - Spring 1999

George Paulikas: “Thirteen Years, 1936-1949” 

“…during these first 13 years the Paulikas family lived 
in 19 different places.”

I lived in only four different places by the time I was 13. 
It took me 60 years to reach 19. 

Living in the same house in Lithuania for the past 100 
years, you would have lived under nine different 
government administrations.



1911 Józef Michał 
Bazewicz : "Mapa 
Litwy i Rusi," War saw, 
showing Russian 
Gubernii with labels 
in Polish. From the 
Wroblewski Library 
of the Lithuanian 
Academy of  Sciences: 
elibrary.mab.lt/

“Żyżmory,” 1911 



“Shishmory,” 1915

1915 (Anon.) "Russische 
Festungen" (Russian Forts), published 
in Germany  just months after the 
beginning of WWI, and just as the 
German army began invading Russia. 
This map appears designed to guide 
invasion strategy. Areas with diagonal 
lines are areas of Russian troop 
mobilization. From www.mapywig.org



In early 1918, he lived in a 
German occupation 
administrative area: “Litauen – 
Wilna VIII.”

On Nov. 11, 1918, “Armistice 
Day,” World War I ended.

Lithuania had declared its 
independence from Russia, but 
the fighting didn’t stop.



Germans withdrew, 
Soviets advanced: the 
Lithuanian Soviet 
Socialist Republic was 
declared Dec. 16, 1918.

Lithuanian–Soviet War 
began.

Soviets combined 
Belarusian & Lithuanian 
SSRs into Litbel Feb. 1919.
It was disbanded in July. Lithuanian–Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic: 

February – July, 1919. From wikipedia

July 1920: Soviet Russia gave up and recognized Lithuania.
Peace? Another war was being waged at the same time.



1918-20: war with Poland over Vilnius and Suvalkija regions – part of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania for 500 years. In a mediated settlement, Poland 
got those areas. No Polish-Lithuanian diplomatic relations until 1938. 

1918 Polish proposal to Woodrow Wilson Lithuania’s counter-proposal



Given the wars, cartographers struggled with depicting Lithuania’s boundaries:

1918 Harmsworth atlas 1918 Lithuanian map 1918 Mayer 1920 Harmsworth atlas

1920 London Geog. Inst. 1921 The Times atlas

1922 The Times atlas

1919 Lituanie

1921 Bazewicz

1921 Riga Treaty Boundaries

1920 Geo. F. Cram Co.

1922 US atlas



1935: Vincas, 23, left the family’s farm in Kertauninkai, just west of 
Žiežmariai to join the Lithuanian Army.  1937: assigned to be the 
bodyguard of the President of Lithuania, Antanas Smetona. 

1931 Lithuanian topographical map. AK collection



Funeral of my Grandfather: Vincentas Kapočiūnas (1880 - June, 1937), Žiežmariai, Lithuania

Uncle Pranas

Kapočiūnas

Aldona, Stase‘s

daughter
Cousin 

Vladas

Uncle Justinas

Kapačiūnas

Uncle Jonas 

Kapočiūnas

Vincas

Kapočiūnas, 

my father
Cousin Banys 

Kapočiūnas

President 

Antanas

Smetona

Grand-Uncle 

Andrius

Kapočiūnas

Grand-Aunt 

Ona 

Kapočiūnienė

Grandmother Emilija 

Kapočiūnienė, wife 

of the deceased

Cousin 

Nastė

Aunt Stasė

Jackevičiūnienė  
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1939: Polish propaganda map 
promoting “reunification” of a 
Polish – Lithuanian 
Commonwealth.

March 17, 1939, Poland 
delivered an ultimatum to the  
Lithuanian government: 
unconditionally agree to 
establish diplomatic relations 
with Warsaw within 48 hours.

Lithuania accepted.



1938:Vincas married Marija Šimonytė, seen from a parade reviewing stand, 
while sitting next to the president. They attended concerts, the opera, 
ribbon-cuttings and balls. A girl, Vincenta, is born Jan. 1939.

1939 Germans examine a map of Poland and Lithuania 
just before the invasion

Sept. 1939: Hitler 
invaded Poland

June 1940: Soviets 
occupied Baltic states.

President Smetona 
escaped to Switzerland

Vincas loses his job at 
28, June 25, 1940



German-Russian frontline, July 15, 1944 

June 1941: Soviets deport 17,000 
Lithuanians to Siberia. A week 
later, Hitler invades Lithuania. 
Vincas and Marija had a second 
child, a son, Marūnas. Vincas 
became a manager in a chemical 
plant. 

80,000 Lithuanian Jews killed by 
October; 175,000 by year’s end. 

July 1944: Soviet forces neared 
Žiežmariai; Vincas warned his 
youngest brother to give deed to 
family farm to the town.

Vincas was conscripted by
the Germans to dig defensive anti-
tank ditches in East Prussia, just 
over the Lithuanian border.



September 1944: Vincas joined three 
other Lithuanians on a hunger strike 
over lack of food, was stripped naked 
and pistol-whipped on the head by 
German soldiers.

As the Soviet army advanced, Vincas 
took family west, hoping to retrace 
Lithuanian President Smetona’s 
escape to neutral Switzerland.



Four months later, February 
1945: they got as far as the 
Dresden, Germany, where my 
six year-old sister witnessed the 
Allied fire-bombing from a train 
car window

German-Russian frontline, February 15, 1945 



Turned back by Swiss border patrol boat on Lake 
Constance, my parents accepted an invitation from one of 
my mother’s sisters to live and work at Schloss Zeil, 
nearby in Bavaria, from February 1945 to May 8, VE Day. 



War over, family went to Bad 
Wurzach, French Zone, until the 
end of November, 1945, and 
likely stayed in a building where 
Germans had imprisoned 618 
Channel Islands residents from 
1942-1945. 

A second sister , Emilija, was born 
in that camp. Two weeks later, 
four-year-old Marūnas was run 
over and killed running after a US 
Army truck in a convoy. 



1.2 million out of 
of 8 million 
refugees refused 
to go home; 269 
camps were set 
up; 60,000 
Lithuanians 
scattered in 113 
camps.



Firewood preparation duty: Kazys Daugela

Dec. 1945: Hearing food was better in the US Zone, family moves 
to a camp for Estonians & Lithuanians: Kempten, a castle with 
military barracks. Stayed until April 1949. 

Basketball match School: Kazys Daugela



Leather Tanning Tailoring DP Camp Police

Auto Mechanic

Vincas kept busy, waiting for an 
opportunity to  emigrate: scrounging 
for food outside the camp, getting 
certified in various trades, and, 
finally, working as a camp policeman.



1948: Marija and Andrius

Birth certificate: Sept. 7, 1947 -- 
says Vincas was an accountant. 

Jan. 1948: two years in Kempten, with Vincenta and Emilija



Feb. 1949: desperate to leave, 
Vincas applied to Australia – 
and was rejected.

April, 1949: cousins in Blissville, 
Queens, offer an apartment 
and help to find a job.

Vincas and Marija (pregnant with 
third daughter), taken to Bremer-
haven, placed on repurposed troop 
ship General Black. 



Lithuanian Immigration to the US

• 1660: Dr. Aleksandras Kursius is in New Amsterdam
• 1899 – 1914: est. 253,000 Lithuanians (listed as Russian, Polish 

or Jewish until 1918), enter US
• 1921: immigration law limits new immigrants to 3% of total in 

US in 1890
• 1924: adjustment to 2%
• 1930: US Census: 193,600 Lithuanians
• 1948: Displaced Persons Act: 205,000 refugees over two years; 

priority to Baltic States refugees, admitted as quota immigrants.
• Americans assured there no communists or Nazis among immigrants, 

and that no Americans would lose their jobs

• 1948 - 1950: 27,255  Lithuanian DPs arrive in US 
• 2000: US Census: 660,000 Lithuanians, mostly in Illinois and 

Pennsylvania



Our first apartment in 
New York City: Blissville 
– where cousins had 
guaranteed to help my 
parents find jobs, 
and find a place to live. 

Then my parents 
bought a house in 
“Polack Alley,” in 
Maspeth, Queens,
Near Transfiguration 
and Holy Cross 
churches.

Calvary Cemetery; 
St. Raphael’s Church

PS 80

PS 72, burnt in 1961
Transfiguration Church, 1962



I became a naturalized US 
April 26, 1955, six years 
after I arrived. 
1958 citizenship test: 
President? NY Governor? I 
got one of two right.

Early 1950’s daycare solution: enroll me, at three, in 
kindergarten at P.S. 1 (now a MOMA branch), and then 
P.S. 80 -- where Emilija and I were “the little Nazis.” 

In second grade at P.S. 72 
in Maspeth: “My first 
name is really “Andrew.”



A book on handwriting analysis became a 
re-invention opportunity:
From: 

Age 10, to:

I practiced my new signature showing aggressiveness 
and confidence.

I applied to, and was accepted by a Manhattan high 
school so I could leave Maspeth and start fresh. CCNY 
followed.



1969: a year in Europe after college; in Berlin for 3 
months in a housing project for Yugoslav workers.

Marunas’ grave, Bad Wurzach.

I thought to visit Lithuania. My 
father cabled me that he would be 
found and killed by the KGB.



Hired, later married my wife in 1975: 
 “When I married you, you weren’t Lithuanian.”

Daughter Rachel, son Simon. Rachel, 10 in 1990, came 
home from school and wanted to start a stamp 
collection. I had stopped collecting at 12.

• Joined the Lithuanian 
Philatelic Society of 
New York; became Co-
Editor of its bulletin

• Baltic area examiner for 
the American Philatelic 
Society for 20 years



1990: first antique Lithuanian map purchase, in an 
upstate New York Bookstore – for $70:

1703 Sanson: “Germano-Sarmatia…Venedi, et Aestiaei…”

Began 
collecting maps 
– and map 
images -- off 
the Internet.

1991:  
Lithuania again 
became a free 
country.



First cousins – and map lovers! -- in Lithuania:
I’ve been visiting every two years since 1996.



First cousin Vidmantas Kapačiūnas. 
His memorial sculptures at the Killing 
Field Memorial near Žiežmariai, 
where, June 1941, 2,000 local Jews 
were shot by Germans and their 
Lithuanian helpers.



I built a family tree – now 773 
members, most Lithuanian, 
but including my wife’s side 

Great, Great, Great, 
Grandmother Marijona 
Kapočiūnienė, born 1735 
(earliest confirmed birthday)  



47

Two years before 
retirement, in 
2008, I launched
my map website, 
which now has 
over 3,000 maps. 
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It includes much new 
research on how to date 
maps of historic Lithuania



Over 3,000 maps? Münster’s “Polonia et Ungaria” 1545-60
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1579

1570 First edition, Antwerp

1571

1572

1573

1574 AK-12

1575

1576

"Poloniae finitimarumque 
locorum descriptio.” 
Engraver: Vaclovas Grodeckis 
Publisher: Abraham Ortelius,
from his "Theatrum orbis 
terrarum," the first “real” atlas.



This 1929 Polish-produced map shows percentage of Poles in 
Lithuania – Poles who, the Polish government  claimed, 
were oppressed by a Lithuanian government that refused to 
recognize Poland’s occupation of its historic capital.
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This 1929 Polish-produced map shows the percentage of Poles in Lithuania – 
Poles who, the Polish government  claimed, were oppressed by a Lithuanian 
government that refused to recognize Poland’s occupation of its historic capital.

In apparent response, this Lithuanian-produced postcard map 
showed a wolf’s head mirroring areas of Polish influence, a wolf 
determined to swallow Lithuania and the other Baltic states.
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The geographical range of “Litvish” mirrors 
Grand Duchy boundaries

Dovid Katz: linguist  - Giedrė Beconytė: cartographer/Exec. Sec., Lith. Carto. Soc.
http://www.dovidkatz.net/WebAtlas/
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1571 “Cannibalism 
in the country of 
Russians and 
Lithuanians,”
published in 
Germany during 
the Livonian wars: 
Commonwealth/ 
Sweden/Denmark/
Norway vs Russian 
Empire. 



Over time, collecting images and maps, I began writing about maps:



56

Helping others find their ancestral towns, thanks to my map site.
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1920-1938 Polish1930s Lithuanian 1897-1921 
German 

1944 German1859 Polish

2016 Google

My repository of topographical maps 
helped a Lithuanian environmental 
group track changes over time in the 
shores of a lake south of Šiauliai 





My wife did a series of artist books on immigrants. 
I was proud to be included. She used an English 
language book used by a cousin in Lithuania, 
and something I said after my first visit to Lithuania.
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Ačiū!
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Presentation and Exhibition opening night: February 15, 2017, Andrew 
Kapochunas, his wife, Aileen Bassis, and Consulate General of the 
Republic of Lithuania in New York, Julius Pranevičius
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