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On the night of June 23, 1812, Napoleon ordered three pontoon bridges to 
be built across the Nemunas River near Kaunas.  The next morning, men 
began to cross and enter, for the first time, Russian territory – what 
had been Lithuanian territory for over 500 years, Russian for just 17.

1896 Artist unknown: “The French Army Crossing The Niemen, 1812” wikipedia 



John Heaveside Clark, M. Dubourg: “The Grande Armée crossing the Niemen” McGill Univ. Libraries
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Mindaugas, the first 
ruler of the Grand Duchy 
(“Grand Duchy” because 

the supreme leader was a 
Grand Duke, “Lietuvos 

Didžioji Kunigaikštystė” 
in Lithuanian), was 

crowned Catholic King of 
Lithuania in 1253. 

The 1386 Union of 
Krewo, a pre-nuptial 

agreement, resulted in 
Jogaila, Grand Duke of 
Lithuania, converting to 

Christianity, marrying 13-
year-old Jadwiga, 

Queen of Poland, and 
being declared King of 

Poland.
“Lithuania in 1387” Author=M.K., Permission= {{Cc-by-sa-2.5 
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Jogaila’s son, Kazimieras Jogailaitis, or Casimir IV, (his Lithuanian 
mother was Jogaila’s fourth and last wife) was Grand Duke of 
Lithuania from 1440, and King of Poland from 1447. Under him, the 
Jagiellonian dynasty became a leading royal house in Europe, with 
not only Kings of Poland (1386–1572), and Grand Dukes of 
Lithuania (1377–1392, 1440–1572), but Kings of Hungary (1440–
1444, 1490–1526), and Kings of Bohemia (1471–1526).

1645 “Casimir IV”  wikipedia  19th cent. Matejko:  “Władysław 
Jagiełło” (Jogaila) wikipedia
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The 1569 Union of Lublin created the Polish–Lithuanian 
Commonwealth: the Grand Duchy maintained its political 
distinctiveness, with separate ministries, laws, army, and treasury.

1902 Poole “Poland and Lithuania Before the Union Of Lublin,” "Historical Atlas 
of Modern Europe," Oxford www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/
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Many mapmakers called the Commonwealth “Poland” or ‘Kingdom of 
Poland,” and depicted the Grand Duchy as a Polish province. In 2015 a 
Paris map dealer told me there are no antique maps titled “Lithuania”

1596 Mercator, from “Atlas Cosmographia” U.S. Library of Congress
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1610 Mercator – Hondius: “Lithuania” www.antique-maps.lt  
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c. 1634 [dated 1613] Gerritsz – Blaeu: "Magni dvcatvs LITHVANIAE“ www.antique-maps.lt
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1634 Mercator – Hondius: The  Osher Map Library
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1641 Hondius – Janssonius  - Schenk “Magni Dvcatvs Lithvania” www.lpmaps.lt
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Essentially: “Muscovy invades, Lithuanians repel”
(Smolensk is 398 km / 247 miles from Moscow)
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1648 Blaeu copied/published a reduced and re-oriented version of the 1613 map 
in his  "Atlas Maior“ Konnklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague



19



20

1658 Bucelin: Old World Auctions
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1690 Coronelli: "LITUANIA Dedicata All 'Illustrissimo Signore..," Venice, from "Atlante Veneta.." 
www.raremaps.com
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c. 1690 Danckerts: "Magni Ducatus Lithuaniæ, Divisa Tam In Palatinatus," Amsterdam. 
www.antique-maps.lt
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1735  Seutter: "Novißima et accuratißima Magni Ducatus Lithuaniæ in suos Palatinaus 
et Castellanias divisӕ Delineatio..," Augsburg, 2nd State. www.davidrumsey.com 
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1749 Homann - Niepreckis - Mayer: "MAGN. DVCATVS LITVANIÆ..,” Nürnberg. 
Historische Karten der Staats- und Universitäts-bibliothek Bremen
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1756 Le Rouge: "Grand Duché de Lithuanie, Divisé en 9 Palatinats," Paris.  www.antique-maps.lt
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1761 Robert de Vaugondy: "Grand Duché de Lithuanie divisé par Palatinats...," Paris, 
"Atlas Portatif, Universel et Militaire…“ www.antique-maps.lt
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15 years after the First Partition of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: 1787 Jean-Baptiste-Louis Clouet: 
"DU ROYE. DE PRUSSE. DUCHE DE LITHUANIE," Paris, "Geographie moderne avecune introduction." 
www.davidrumsey.com
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A year after the 2nd Partition of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: 1794 von Reilly 
- Busching and Fabri: a set of four maps of the Grand Duchy.  www.raremaps.com
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There were three partitions – not of “Poland/Pologne” but of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth: 1772, 1793 and 1795. With the last partition, 
Russia and Prussia annexed the remaining part of the Grand Duchy

1804 Haas - Malte-Brun:  "Carte des Partages de la Pologne…“ Paris. 
www.davidrumsey.com 
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1837 Bansemer - Falkenhagen Zaleski: "POLAND in 1795, after the third Partition.“ www.easteurotopo.org

When Napoleon stood on
a hilltop overlooking the
Nemunas River to Russia, 
he was standing on what 
had been Grand Duchy 
land only 17 years before.
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Following the 1795 
partition, Russia 

divided the last of 
the Grand Duchy 

between the Vilna 
and Slonim 

guberniyas. 

In December 1796 
the two were 

merged into Litva 
guberniya, its 
capital: “Vilna.” 

In September 1801 
Litva g. was divided 

into the Litva-Vilna 
g. and the Litva-

Grodno g., which 
lasted  until 1840. 

1800 Вильбрехт (Vil’brekht): "Литовскoй губерния" (Litovskoi guberniya),  St. 
Petersburg. wikimedia 
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Former Grand Duchy lands then in “New East Prussia” were, in 1806, 
conquered by Napoleon and overrun in the Greater Poland Uprising.
The 1807 Treaties of Tilsit gave those lands to the Duchy of Warsaw. 
(The 1815 Congress of Poland gave those lands to "Congress Poland;“
 they remained in nominal Polish hands until WWI.) 

Napoleon signed
the first of two
Treaties of Tilsit
in a pavilion on a
raft on the 
Nemunas River

Adolphe Roehn:  
“Entrevue de 
Napoléon Ier…
sur le Niemen. 
25 Juin 1807.
Collection: The 
Palace of Versailles
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Map ordered by Napoleon in preparation for his invasion of Russia: 

1812 "Carte de la Russie Européenne en LXXVII feuilles exécutée au Depôt general de la Guerre"
Bibliotheque National de France: www.gallica.bnf.fr
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(Lithuanians knew something about invading and burning 
Moscow in the Fall – they succeeded in November 1368 and 
November 1370, during the Lithuanian-Muscovite wars, not 
having to travel as far as Napoleon did: less than 250 miles 
from the Grand Duchy’s border) 

Common wisdom: Napoleon’s greatest mistake was launching 
his invasion of Russia on June 24, 1812. His army then took 82 
days to come within 3 miles of Czar-torched Moscow on 
September 14. 

But why did Napoleon spend 20 days in Vilnius, from 
June 28 to July 17, delaying his march to Moscow?
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Could Napoleon’s 
fascination with the 
300+-year-old Church 
of St. Anne in Vilnius 
have something to do 
with his delay?

According to a well-
known (at least among 
Lithuanians!) legend, 
Emperor Napoleon, 
after seeing the church 
during the Franco-
Russian War in 1812, 
expressed a wish to 
carry the church home 
with him to Paris “in the 
palm of his hand.” 

wikipedia: Photo by DAVID ILIFF. License: CC BY-SA 3.0
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Mr. Yankey’s World History Class, Owasso Mid High School, 8800 N 129th East Ave, Owasso, OK 74055
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1851 Adolph Northen: “Napoleon’s Retreat from Russia” wikipedia
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Petras Malukas/AFP/Getty Images

June 1, 2003, Vilnius: Reburial of 3,000 French soldiers found in 2001, 
30%+ of whom French scientists said were killed by lice-transmitted typhus. 
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March 20, 2019: a plaque and information stands were dedicated 
on “Napoleon’s Hill” (63 m./207 ft) in Kaunas, where Napoleon 
observed his troops crossing the Nemunas, by French Ambassador 
to Lithuania Ms. Claire Lignières-Counathe.

www.visitkaunas.net
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I update LithuanianMaps.com every week with about ten new maps, 
town views, or sea charts. Totals as of the beginning of December:



Thank you, Merci, Ačiū!

Questions?
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